returning to ^artnage, ana opening a, rhetoric there.    In his Contra Academicos (ii. 3) he admits that ambition had some share in the change, but in the Confessions he assigns a cause which  leads  him  to  write  some  fine   passages. About a year after his return to Thagaste he lost his most intimate friend.    The youth had studied with him,  and  had   been  converted  by him to Manicheeism.    He contracted a dangerous fever, and died in Augustine's absence.    The beautiful passage in which Augustine expresses  his  grief thirty years afterwards reveals a singularly deep affection.    ' My heart was darkened with sorrow ; whatever I looked upon was death.    My country was a torment to me, my father's house a strange affliction; whatever I had shared with him seemed to become, without him, an unendurable torture. My eyes sought him on every side, and he came not.    I hated all things, because they held him not; nor could they say to me, as they were wont to  do during  his absence, while   he  yet  lived, " Behold, he comes."    I found myself one ceaseless question, ever asking my soul why it was sad,